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is to eit for ever hereafter either in a ſtate 
of happineſs, or in a ſtate of miſery : as there 
5 is a real difference betwixt pleaſure and pain, 'E | 
betwixt ha ppineſs and miſery ; an exceeding © } 
great and 421 difference betwixt a ſtate of 


eternal happineſs and a ſtate of eternal mi- A | 
ſery: as joy and happineſs 1 8) Pres to al! 
men; as pain and miſery agreeable to 


every one: and as nothing pps ſhocking to: 4 
any man as the thoughts of eternal damna- 
tion: ought it not to be the chief concern-of ©: 
every one, how to be eterhally happy? ought 
not all perſons to weigh and conſider well, 
bow they may obtain eternal life? Can there of 
be more important inquiry than this? What 
- ſThallI do to be ſaved? What ſhall I do to 
| inherit eternal life? How ſhall I obtain peace 
with God ? How ſhall I regain his favour, 
or find acceptance with him? or, as the pro- 
Phet Micah ſtrongly and elegantly expreſſetn 
1 it; z „ Wherewith ſhall I come before tje 
"BY Lord, and bow myſelf before the high + 
% God? Shall I come 8 him with burnt- 4 
* oFcrings, with calves of a year old? Will 
< the Lord be pleaſed with thouſands of _ 
„rams, or with ten thouſands of \rivers of 5 
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no man can enter therein by any other way 


or means; for he openeth, and no one ſhutt- 
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hum ſhall be faved ; but thoſe who believe 
not ſhall die in their ſins and be damned: 
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2 Theſſ. iii. 2. The Lord Jeſus denoteth 
the ſcarcity thereof in theſe words, When 
© the ſon of man cometh, ſhall he find faith 
"© on the earth?“ Luke xvin. 8. St. Peter 
calleth faith precious. 2 2 Peter i. 1. And in- 
deed the precious gift of faith is a pearl of 


great price. Therefore, it is no inſignificant 
or indifferent, but a grand, important and 


moſt momentous matter to Examine our- 
cc ſelves, whether 4-3 be in the faith do” 2 Cor. | 
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ration of God, and are profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for inſtruction in 
. righteouſneſs; and are able by the teaching 
- Fo the Holy Ghoſt to make us wiſe unto falva- 
tion through faith Which is Chriſt Jeſus. 
2 Tim. iii. 15. 16. Nothing is to be added 
„„ them, nor to be taken from them. 
Rey. XXII. 18. 19. To the law and to the 


tteeſtimony: ; It. they ſpeak not according to 


e' this word, it is becauſe there is no light in 


ce them.“ Tha. Vii. 20. If either man or an- 


gel preach any other goſpel, than that which 


the apoſtles have EY. * Jet him be ac-- 


curſed.” Gal. i. 8. I. therefore caution the 
reader to weigh well what I write, and to re- 
gard it no further than it is agreeable to 
the oracles of God. A man may be very po- 
ſitive in his opinion, and yet abſolutely 
wrong. Remember that all men are fallible. 
Therefore prove every thing by the holy ſcrip- 
tures; and hold faſt what the God of truth 
hath ſpoken by the mouth of his holy ſervants 
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a forth in ſo many places: yet the words of 
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By frequent meditation on the original greek 
words, I got light and underſtanding in the 
faith of the goſpel; and alſo in the meaning 
of the word faith in its different acceptations; 
about both which I had been perplexed by 
reading various authors. It is my opinion, 
1 both ar and alſo tlie Ada: words 
ſcripture, in es wherein th 
1 inſpired by the 
 _ Ghoſt. God gave his holy leis: both 
mouth and wiſdom, as he promiſed; I 
<< will give you amouth and wiſdom”! Luke 
xxl. 15.;* which things alſo we ſpeak, faith | 
St. Paul, not in the words w ch mans 
« wiſdom teacheth, but which the holy Ghoſt 
<< teacheth. 1 Cor. ii. 19. The tranſlation 
of the holy ſcriptures. 1 5 8 the modern 
tongues hath been a great bleſſing, and of 
very great uſe to the cauſe of chriſtianity. 
Yee men of 
originals, know very well, that ſome places 
are falſely tranſlated, and others weakly and 
lamely. It would be well worth the labour 
of all the learned men in every nation to con- 
Hire together to 9 an accurate tranſta- 
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now in uſe, Where the ſenſe is true, and the | 
words are plain and proper. But this by the by. | 
1 ſhall now 2 8 155 explain the mean- 
ing of the words of my text: and Afterwards * 
_ *endeavobr to open the matter contained in 
them. And firſt I all 0 to explain 
the ſenſe: of the word faith. % 
The greek word Piſtis, date tk, 8 
5 e rom the greek verb Peitho, which 1g 
nifieth to fetſuade, to convince, or to make 
= dcheve. It is owing to a Perſuaſſon of mind 
= that we believe anything : and what we be- 
= hRaeve is the Perſuaſion of our mind, or our 
belief. To believe a thing meaneth to aſſent 
to and credit it as true. To believe in a 
thing meaneth to confide or truſt in it, to 
rey or depend on it. The word faith hath 
aäatffeerent ſenſes and acceptations in holy ſerip- 
—_ ture. Very often it is taken paſſively, and 
iy "Gignifieth What ĩs or is to be believed: 3 or what 
is to be believed and believed in. And of 
_ - teten it is taken actively, and ſignifieth believ- 
ing. And by a figure of ſpeech,? the word 
Faith is uſed in either ſenſe: and ſometimes in- 
dludeth both; and meanethwhatis to he believ- 
ed and bete veckt in, and alſo the ee of! It. 
I ſball produce and explain a paſſage of ſcrip- 
ture, herein the word 1 occurs thrice in 
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to faith: as it is written, the juſt ſhall 
< live by faith.” Rom. i. 16. 17. From. 
| faith; in the firſt place meaneth the faith or 
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Chriſt and his righteouſneſs. Now God's 
Word, teſtimony, kaich or truth is to be cre- 
tech and ought to be believed. ©. He that 
believeth not God, hath made him a liar.” 
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ed in the goſpel, that man may believe in it 
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Lord. But Jeſus called to him, Saul, Saul, why 
perſecuteſt thou me? He was e 
ed and heard; the voice of God ; but he 
knew not who it was that ſpoke to him: 5 
Therefore he ſaid, who art thou, Lord? Và 
The Lord ſaid, I am Jeſus whom thou per- ©  : 
ſecuteſt. Saul trembling and aſtoniſhed {aid, 
Lord, what wilt thou _ mete.do? Av 4 
once he was made willing, TX „ 
x: hobo and from that time forward he followed 
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external evidence for the goſpel, which hk 
- 7 8 ſet forth in a Yor: clear light by ſeve- 
45 ral men of learni I mean the ar 
dies of the old ament concerning. Jeſus 
© | Chtiſt, which were all fulfilled in ws be "Þ 
_. miracles wrought by the Lord Jeſus; and ; 

is ſervants the prophets and apoſtles :* and 
"Ms iy, the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt; 
2 matter of fact well atteſted, and fully 


8 2 a ſufficient number of credible wit- 
E neſſes. Butl only juſt mention, and ſhall not 
enter upon the diſcuſſion of this ſubject. Sc. 
ws _ ond; the ſcriptures of the old and new- 
teſtament, like two tallies, anſwer „ 
- one another. What the old teſtament fore- - 
-- | told ſhould come to paſs, the new teſta- 
. ment atteſteth to have actually come to paſs. 


Three of the a apoſtles, Peter, James and 
Z+ John heard the voice from heaven, the teſtj- 
85 mony of God concerning Jeſus Chriſt at 
his transfiguratiqn. They" and the „other 
apoſtles, faw and converſed 'with the Lord - 
Jieſus after his reſurrection; and they faw_ 
him aſcend up into heaven, Paul ſaw the 
Lord Jeſus after his aſcenſion, who reveal- 


= ed the goſpel unts him: and he was caught 
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een ſo ſupported; as the characters of 
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Wonders, and mighty deeds; works done 
by them, above — 
op devils; God himſelf manifeſtly ; interpo- 
ung, and working by them. Not to men- 
5 — that many of [Sa ſealed thetruth of 
their teſtimony. with their blood. Now 
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2 and all the ſcriptures both of the old 


and new teſtament, Z hs witneſs, and bear 


record to Jefus Ch They all harmo- 

: niſe, center, and terminate in the teſtimony 
of God concerning -Jeſi us Chriſt and his 
Work, This is my beloved Son, in whom 

1 am well pleaſed : haar Ve; him.” Matt. 
| vil. oy I 
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contained in the holy ſcriptures are pu tu EM 
But this external evidence doth not | . 5 —_— 
any one the knowledge of the glory of G 1 > #2 { 
in the face of Jeſus Chriſt. It doth. 2 _—_ 
give him to underſtand the myſteries of . 
Eingdom of God; the great myſtery ß 
Sod manifeſted in the fleſh ;. the myſtery f _ V 
the Father and of Chriſt. It doth not Ke: „ 
him a happy man, a new creature, or a ne, 
wan: He is neicher regenerated, nor juſti- © WM 
fed, nor ſanctified thereby. He is not  _ ũ 
„ created in. Chriſt Jeſus: unto good works. 35 
5 He may profeſs chriſtianity in any form EN _ 
I thereof, and at the | fame time be carnal, = 
worldly- minded, dead in treſpaſſes and fins 
walking according to the courſe of the world 
indulging himſelf in the luſt of the fleſh, „„ 
the luſt of the eyes, and the pride of life. VV 
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ſtandeth not the deep things of God. The 
bible is as yet to bim a ſealed book. He 
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do do is well z) but he underftandeth not tie "Ml 
meaning thereof. For the natural man MY 
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neither can he know them, becauſe hex, 
< are ſpiritually diſcerned.” _ x Cor. ii. I. 
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RT.  - pitit ating witneſs_ ith kth ſpice | 
= 5 . rs is a child of God; but this is a 

BF . . 8 which hath been noticed before. 
This text proveth, that every true believer - 

1 1 ol the goſpel. hath the evidence or — - 8 

12 pf the Spirit, that Jeſus is the Chriſt; and 55 

te ne ofpel, or teſtimony of God con- 5 

he - . 8 Fern ng kim, is true: and 10 hath 8 ED 

=: Within himſelf, why he believeth on him. = 5 2 

= ke! +, ©: Phe'things not ſeen are all thoſe: things N 

reported by the goſpel, and recorded in the T 85 

= wr ſcriptures; as the incarnation, - life, | 

= 65 death, reſurrection, and aſcenſion of S „ 

. © Chriſt, the coming of the Holy Ghoſt; and 5 

al the words, and works of God: 7 : _ 

WW. | whole counſel of God revealed and written 9 

in his word. And whoever believeth the | 

8 by 1 upon its proper evidence, hath faf- .| 

F. -. ficient proof, andought, to believe every Ex 
word of God in the bible, fo. far as he 1] =. 

. 1 and underſtandeth i it. „ 8 5 

3 - Sathly. Ley „„ 

_ Git head to ſet forth the bleſfings conſe-. - | 
| | an believing the goſpel. He that 
_.._ obtaineth the precious gift faich imme. 

LES IS 7 3 el becometh a bleſſed man. The\Lord | 

Be - Jeſus pronounced Simon Peter bleſſed when = x 

be believed on him, ſaying. Bleſſed art 

chou Simon Bar-jona.” Matt. xvi. 17. 
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- goſpel. As: 4 condemned malefactor, 
that is going to the gallows with a 
55 about his neck to be hanged, would 


filled with. joy at the agrecable ſurpriſe 


of an unexpected pardon coming to him 
from the King: 
filled with joy and comfort, when Chriſt is 


made known unto him as the Saviour. And ; | 
the deeper ſenſe: the perſon. hath: had of his 
own wretchedneſs, ſinfulneſs, and unwor- 


thineſs, the greater generally is his ſurpriſe 
and joy. He that hath-much forgiven; 


loveth much.“ Luke vii. 47. He ex- © 
| perimentaliy feeleth, that God is well pleaſed 5 
in Chriſt his beloved Son; I 
Jes communicateth to him - by his Spirit 
2 taſte, a ſhare in that divine joy, and reſt, 
and peace; which he himſelf now poſſeſſeth _ 
without meaſure at the Father's right hand; 


Where there is fullneſs of joy and 


4 ſures for evermore.“ Pſalm xvi. 11. The 855 
“By him all that be- 
Ws 8 © heve. are juſtified from all things, ” $6 © - 


under e 
tion. 555 He that believeth i is not condemn- 


believer is juſtified- 


He is not 


ed.“ John iii. 18. He is not under 


the curſe of the law. Chriſt hath redeemn- _ 
ed believers from the curſe of the lon, 5 
3. 280 being made a curſe for them. Gal un. 
7 13. Hei 18 not under the A or Swag | 
5 5 N ae 
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bu the goſpel is a working faith. 
eee ſanctification are inſeparabliy con- 
5 bectedl t together. But ye are waſh 


” — err ſanctified but ye are juſt : 
the name e Lord. Jeſus,” and by th 8 ; 
5 7 of our God.“ 1 Cor. vi. 1 
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| riſt is made unto his people wiſdom 
Wi 4 250 3 and ſanRification, and 
8 n =" 9 30. I ſhall now 
| about 8 i 
atio Sanctification takes 
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Son hath everlaſting life.” John iii ED 
5 What need I add more? all chings are 1 
e ge Lord and heir . hi © 
8 he Fall heave! ee. ane 


* 1gs hopec for: S0 much therefore — 
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„ and belief. of the truth; whereunto he 


the fore-knowledge of God. the Father, - 
5 $6, through. AY ara of the Spirit unto 
. 3 and ſprinkling of the blood of 
Jeſus Chriſt: Grace unto. * n . 
EY A. multiplied. 1 Pet. i. 2 5 


"ig munication, or by ſeparation. God alone 


of his nature. 2 * man been created eſ. 
ſentially holy 4 
22 _ linens out loſing his very being. Saints 
2 e aan ure ee 


f "God, the voice 

, the oipet 3 God 
ing: c n you to. 
« « ſalvation, thro” Gantifcagon of the Spirit, 


8 called vou by our goſpel, to the obtain. 
ing of glory of our Lord Jeſus Chrift.? 
8 Theff. ii. 13, 14. Elect according 0 


FHolineſs is bes, eſſential,” or by com. 
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is eſſentially holy: Holineſs is of the efſence 


be could nat have loſt his . 


ration. The Lord Jeſus communicateth grace 
from himſelf to believers by his Spirit 2 Who Bf 4 1 
imparteth, infuſeth, or ſheddeth abroad in | 
their hearts the love of God, and Seth 1 
them after the image of Chriſt; moulding 8 = 
their minds according to the mind of Chriſt ; 4& of 
© changi ing them thro*-beholding-the Joryofthe | | 
 Lordjef us into theſame likeneſs, y 2 — 

to glory. The fruit or effect of this com- 
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good conſcience: towards. God; 3 

8 der 1 the guilt, burden and condemna- 
. 9 tion of ſin, having hope, that they ſhall de . 3 
By _ fared: The blood of Chriſt purging their 
| i * conſcience from dead works to ſerve the _ > 
85 3 God.“ Heb. ix. 3 S NS 
by. neon with "he in them is broken, _ 3 J > 
mall got haye dominion over you: for 
5 "< ye are not under the law, but under 
„. 04:4 Whoſvever | 
e abideth in Chriſt, ſinneth not;  whoſoe 
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N „ finneth, hath not ſeen him, neither known. 4 
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t him.“ 7 John iii. 6, We know. * n 13 
SEED; « whoſoever is born of God, ſinneth hot: 5 
V but he that is begotten of God 5 


S himſelf, and that wicked one touchem 5 
him not.“ 1 John v. 18. God grant= . | 
_ * eth,unto them, * that being delivered out [| 

Jof the hands of their enemies, they may. 
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= ſerve him without fear, in holineſs and 
© righteouſneſs before him, all the days of 
£56 Xe < their life.” Luke ii. ( {| - 
hall they that are dead to fin, — . 
14755 longer ee Knowing this, chat eee 
5 8 old man is crucified with Chriſt, that vol : - 18 
© body of ſin might bedeſtroyed; that hen 
fon they ſhould not ſerve. ſin. 
A that is dead, (to ſin) is freed. from fin” 
| (from the flavery and power of it.) Rom. 1 
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{ 1 ſervant of ſin. If the Son *thall 


9 make you free, ye ſhall be free indeed.“ 

John wi; 44-26; He that men 
, ſin is of the devil.“ 1 John iii. 8. Let 
St. John alſo faith, 40 If we ſay that we 


have no ſin, we deceive ourſelves, add - 


the trüth is not in us.” 1 John i. 8. 
"a St. James ſaith, in N things we 
25 offend . James iii. 2. And Solo- 
mon ſaith, © There is not a jult man u 


rth, that doth good, and ſinneth not.. 


Eccl. vil. 20. For there is no man; which 


ſinneth not.” 2 Chron. vi. 36: Theſe texts 


._ of ſcripture, which ſeem to 
nother, are reconciled thus. 


Believers have 


a law in their members, the corruption of 
fallen nature remaining in the fleſh, which 
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are tempted by the devil; they are daily 


liable to fall, ſometimes they do fall into fin. 


Their ſtren gth to obey i 


is not in themſelves, 


but in Chriſt." If they abide in Chriſt, they 


I | f oh; thro* faith. But if 
(and it is very eaſy for them withoutcontinu- . 
al watching and praying to get into unbe- 


. their ſtrength, become 
3 oy very — be 0 overcome EN ſin and 


are preſerved from ſin, and kept by his pow- 
they abide not in him, 


lief,) then they wither, grow weak, loſe 
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„ xdolaters,, nor adulterers,. nor Effemnare, 
ner abuſers. of then ſelyes With n - 
> nor thieves, nor. covetous, nor: drunkards, 
« nor revilers, nor extortioners, ſhall INE. - gt 


the ki dom of God.“ 1 Cor. vi. . 55 42 


They muſt not expect it, if they go on in 
bed fins. And again, “ The works of - 7 
eh are adultery, fornication, cs. = 
: < neſs, laſciviouſneſs, idolatry, witchcraft, 
0. hatred, variance, emulation, 8 ' wrath, 92 
66 ſtrife, ſeditions, hereſies, . 5 
| 1 65 'murthers, drunkenneſs, revellings, and 
4 ſych like : of the which I tell you before; s. 
«6 I have alſo told you in time paſt, that they 
< which do ſuch things, ſhall not inherit the 
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er God, is then erring from the faith, and 
13 ſtraying from the right path. For Chriſt 
is the Pelever⸗ reſting place, and his pro- 

| r food is the blood and dude of 
hrift,: by which alone he 'ought to live. 
I rejoiced. greatly, faith St. John, that 1 
i found of thy children walking in truth, 
as we have received a commandment from 
the Father 2 John 4. By walking in 
truth he meaneth keeping the faith, con- 
tinuing in the faith, believing in Chriſt and 
His righteouſneſs, and living thereby. For, 
This is his (the Father's) commandment, 
that we ſhould believe on the name of his 
* Son- Jeſus Chriſt. 1 John Ui. 23. And 
again n, * Theſe things have I written un- 
to you that believe on the name of the 
Son of God; that ye may know that 
645 ye have eternal life, and that ye may be- 
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the Spirit worketh in the heart, is and 
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Ft Lord: Heb. xii. 14. All the works and 
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the book of God ought to be regarded and 
believed. The precious promiſes are re- 
corded for the comfort and encouragement 
of God's people in trials and temptations, 
and when they are under the croſs of Chriſt. 
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on earth, ' Believers alſo ſhould conſcienti- 
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— 


* 


1 dent creatures to hang 


ore, with him in the 0); 
But believers are not to 
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how to walk and to pleaſe God, 
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Diaw me, We will 


te rum after thee : we will be glad and re- 
Joice in thee, we will remember thy love . 


more than wine: the u 


pright love thee. 
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Sr. John ſaith, „“ If we walk in the lit 8 
<<25 God is in the light, we have eueren 
one with another, and the blood of ſeſus 

_ « Chriſt his Son cleanſeth us from all ſin. 

« And theſe hings write we unto you, that 

« your joy may be full.” 1 John i. 7, 4. 
The Lord Jeſus ſaid, 66 56 am the bread of 
< life, he that cometh to me ſhall never 
«6; hunger; and he that believeth on as | 
3 (continueth. believing in him) ſhall never 
<< thirſt.” John vi. 35. And he ſaid, that 
"his le ale eee S 1. 
© of water ſpringing up into everlaſting 
life.“ John 1 Iv. 14. And the Lord oy 
Hearken dilige ntly unto me, and eat e 

© that which is ; and ler your ſoul de. 

<< light itſelf in fatneſs.” Iſa. ly. 2. There. 5 

« Tote with joy mall ye draw water out of 
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Lord Jeſus would have his people to abide 
in him, and to obey him chearfully, and 
to continue in his love and be happy. i Theſe 
< things, faith he, have I ſpoken unto you 7 
that my Joy might remain in you, \ 

< that your Joy e be * ae XV. | 5 
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then had thy | 
If. xIvii. | 17, 18. For the Lord will. 
keep him in much peace, whoſe mind is 
ſtayed on him : becauſe he truſteth in the 
Lord. Ia. xxvi. 3. But believers at pre- 
ſent are in a ſtate of warfare; therefore 
they muſt not expect abſolute and uninter- 


rupted happineſs on this ſide the grave. 
In the Lord Jeſus they may have peace; 
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not yet ſeen. have already Ipoken of the 
5 bleflings conſequent upon 5 the 


goſpel :- and in ſetting. forth, how believers 


attain to. the full aſſurance of hope, I have 
ſhewn, that there is an increaſe. of their 
happineſs, provided that they keep the 
Faith, and chearfully do e e Thriſt 
hath commanded 25 Far; Great peace 
* have they which love God's law.” Pfal. 
3 163. And, Thus faith the Lord 
thy Redeemer, the holy One of Iſrael, I 
am the Lord thy God which teacheth 
e thee to profit, which leadeth thee by the 
way that thou ſhouldeſt go. O that thou 3 


<hadft hearkened to my commandments \ 
Peace been as a river.“ 


but in the world they muſt expect tribu- 


lation. John-xvi. 33. The apoſtle Paul 
obſerveth with regard to his own experience, 
that yr, he 
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j Joys frequently follow great trials and Teng. W 
WE David in his proſperity I 
«ſhalt never be moved. Lord, by thy : 


*fayour thou haſt made my nit 1 


tand ſtrong.“ But his next words are,, 
Thou didſt hide thy face, and I 


* troubled.“ Pſalm xxx. 6, „ Whena | # 
_ believer is full of joy, he is in a happy - | *7 
frame: but he is not. perhaps at ſuch times 
« the ſtrongeſt, or in a ſituation, which is 
. moſt fake” from temptation. When a be- | - + 
liever is poor in ſpirit, very low in him- | 
ſelf, and deeply ſenſible of his own weak- |} 
- neſs and unworthineſs ; - altho* it cauſeth 1 
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